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centric ” system, favoured until recently by the Board of Education, 
according to which the complete circle of the history of England 
is taught a t  each stage of the pupils’ career, each survey being 
made larger and more comprehensive than its predecessor. They 
contend that this system causes great chronological confusion in the 
minds of young students, destroys freshness and interest, prevents 
any definite impression of any period whatsoever from being stamped 
upon the imagination, and involves the teaching of much unsuitable 
matter in the lower standards of the schools. They advocate in 
place of the I‘ concentric ” system a “ culture-epoch ” plan, according 
to  which the whole course of English history will be dealt with 
during the school career, but only once. They would teach the 
early history of the nation to young children, for its simple and 
primitive features render it the more easily intelligible to them ; 
the later and more complex periods they would reserve to the closing 
years of school life. They strongly urge that each period in turn 
should be taught with sufficient fulness to leave a clear, dexnite, 
and permanent impremion upon the mind of the learner. 

They would not limit instruction strictly to English history. 
They consider that a general idea of the development of Western 
civilisation should be imparted. For this purpose, they argue, 
English history is very generally adequate: most of the great Euro- 
pean movements have had their English aspects. But occasionally, 
they point out, some important Continental developments-! .g. ,  the 
Portuguese and Spanish explorations, the Gterman Reformation, and 
the French Revolution-need to be treated from a European rather 
than from an English point of view. In illustration of this proposi- 
tion the writers provide a detailed table of a course of study which 
should be of the greatest assistance to practical teachers who wish 
to make their syllabuses educationally adequate. They conclude 
their valuable book by discussing in detail the general features of 
each of the leading epochs of the history of the Christian era, and 
by recommending authorities for further reading. 

F. J. C. HEARNSHAW. 

SHORT NOTICES. 

PROFESSOR TOUT’S lecture on “ A Mediteval Burglary,” which has 
already appeared in the Bulletin of the John Rylands Library for 
October, 1915, is now separately issued by Messrs. Longmans in an 
attractive form. The story of this burglary of the treasury of the 
King’s wardrobe in Westminster Abbey on April 24th, 1303, is made 
the occasion fqr imparting some valuable information on Edward I.’s 
financial administration and many other constitutional points of 
interest. 

An interesting, albeit anonymous, footnote to history is pub- 
lished by Messrs. Simpkin, Marshall in The Identification of the 
Write? of the Anonymous Let ter  t o  Lord Monteagle in 1605 (1916: 
48. 6d. net, pp. ix, 28). The part which that letter played in the 
detection of the Gunpowder Plot is one of the few historioal details 
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which “every who01 child is erroneously supposed to know; and 
there has never been any real doubt of Francis Tresham’s share 
in the communication of the warning to his brother-in-law, Lord 
Monteagle, not to attend the opening of Parliament on November 
5th. But the “strange letter, from a strange hand, by a strange 
messenger, without date to. it, name a t  it, and (I had almost said) 
sense in it,” as Fuller described it, has always remained a mystery. 
Its existence was known, but hitherto its author has not been 
identified; this identification has now been made by a student, 
whose anonymity is less likely to escape detection than that of the 
writer of the letter sent to Monteagle. The writer appears to have 
been William Vavasour, a confidential servant and clerk of Francis 
Tresham; the letter was written in a disguised hand, and the 
disguise has misled previous investigators who have sought for the 
solution in a normal hand resembling that in which the famous letter 
is written. The clue has been discovered in another letter by 
Vavamur, written in a disguised handwriting similar to that in which 
he had written the letter to Monteagle. Circumstantial evidence 
points to Vavasour, but arguments from the similarity of disguised 
hands hardly justify the positiveness with which this identification 
is proclaimed; and if, as is contended, Vavasour was, above all 
things, anxious to conceal his authorship of the Monteagle letter, 
he is not likely t o  have written, in the presence of the Lieutenant of 
the Tower, a letter to the Government in a writing “identical with 
the writing of the anonymous letter” (p. 3). The author of this 
monograph expresses’, but does not substantiate, the more interest- 
ing opinion that the wholo business of the Monteagle letter was a 
comedy designed to conceal the real method by which the plot was 
betrayed to the Government . 

We have received from the Polish Information Committee a 
number of useful booklets on the Polish question, including (1) T h e  
Polish Quest ion as  an Internat ional  P r o b l e m ;  (2) L a n d m a r k s  of 
Polish Hi s tory ,  with an introduction by 12. Seton-Watson ; 
(3) Poland’s Struggle for Independence ,  with a foreword by Lord 
Weardale; (4) Poland as a n  I n d e p e n d e n t  Economic  U n i t ,  with an 
introduction by Sidney Webb; ( 5 )  An Outline of t h e  Hi s tory  of 
Polish L i t e ra ture ,  with a preface by G. P. Gooch; and (6) T h e  
National Music  of Poland.  These are published for the Committee 
by Messrs. George Allen and Unwin, Ltd., 40 Museum Street, W.C. 
The Committee also issues from its offices a t  110 St. Martin’s Lane, 
W.C., a weekly Polish N e w s ,  gathered from various sources and 
seldom used by the ordinary Press. These publications should help 
to popularise a knowledge of what will be the most difficult of all 
the international problems to be settled after the war, a problem, 
too, in which history and politics are more than ever intertwined. 

Messrs. Longmans send us Dr. Poole’s careful and exhaustive 
I n d e x  to Vols. XX1.-XXX. of the Engl i sh  Historical R e v i e w  (4s. 6 d .  
net). It runs to seventy-five double-column pages, compared with 
the fifty-nine pages of the index to the first twenty volumes, which 
was published ten years ago. The April number of the R e v i e w  
contains, as usual, points which teachem of all grades can hardly 
afford to neglect. Such is the evidence adduced by Mr. W. T. 
Laprade to rebut the almost universally accepted view that Pitt’s 
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success at the General Election of 1784 represented a popular victory 
over aristocratic corruption. Mr. Coolid e traces the history of the 

the letters of Marie Antoinette known as the “Heidenstam Letters,” 
and Dr. Round fixes with considerable probability the date of the 
Grand Assize. 

Sir Arthur Evans, in a paper reprinted from the Ueographical 
Journal for April, deals historicall and ethnographically, as well 
as topographically, with The Afriatic Slavs and the Overland 
Route to Constantinople.” His paper is a valuable addendum to the 
literature of the Adriatic aspect of the Balkan problem. 

The chief items in the Journal of the Friends’ Historical Society 
are notices of Friends who visited Scotland in the eighteenth century, 
and a collection of references to Friends in the Gentleman’s Maga- 
zine from 1731 to 1761. 

Col de Tenda; Miss Bradby criticises a f versely the authenticity of 

From the “Athenseum ” we have received three parts of its 
Subject Index t o  Periodicals for 1915, which are specially interesting 
to historical students. The parts, which vary in price from one 
shilling to eighteenpence, deal with (1) economic and political 
sciences, law ; (2) history, geography, anthropology and folk-lore ; and 
(3) fine arts and archaeology. The fact that they are issued at  the 
request of the Council of the Library Association indicates their 
value and importance, and i t  remains for students of history to help 
to justify the Council’s request by the frequency with which they 
demand this index for use at  public libraries. The historical section 
forms an admirable supplement to the Historical Association’s 
Annual Bullet in;  i t  would, indeed, be an advantage if the con- 
tributors to that Bulletin could have this inaex before them when 
compiling their accounts. The references to the historical articles 
and reviews in The Times Literary Supplement might wit8h advan- 
tage be more frequent. 


